
Class9(English)(Beehive)Chapter1-TheFunTheyHad
 ByIsaacAsimov

Q1.HowoldareMargieandTommy?
A.MargieandTommyliveinthefuture,intheyear2157.Theyareneighboursand
spendtimetogether.MargieisagirlofelevenyearsofagewhileTommyisaboyof
thirteen.
 
Q2.WhatdidMargiewriteinherdiary?
A.On17May2157,MargiewrotethatthatdayTommyhadfoundarealbookinthe
atticofhishouse.Itwasanoldbookwithyellow,crinklypages.
 
Q3.HadMargieeverseenabookbefore?
A.No,MargiehadnotseenabookbeforetheonefoundbyTommyinhishouse.She
hadonlyheardfrom hergrandfatherthathisgrandfatherwenttoschoolasaboy
andthattheyreadbooksthatwereprintedonpaper.
 
Q4.Whatthingsaboutthebookdidshefindstrange?
A.AsMargielivedinanerawherestudentsstudiedfrom amechanicalteacherand
allthebooksappearedonthescreen,shefounditstrangethatthewordsonthe
printedbookdidnotmove.Itwasstrangetoseethesamewordsappearonthe
pagesassheflippedthem over.
 
Q5.Whatdoyouthinkatelebookis?
A.A telebookisanelectronicbookalsoknownasane-book.Itisstoredina
computerandcanbereadbyscrollingupordownthescreen.
 
Q6.WherewasMargie’sschool?Didshehaveanyclassmates?
A.Margie’sschoolwasinherhouse.Itwasaroom nexttoherbedroom.Itwasa
personalclassroom wherethecomputerwasadjustedtoherleveloflearning.She
studiedbyherselfandhadnoclassmates.
 
Q7.WhatsubjectsdidMargieandTommylearn?
A.Margie and Tommy learnta lotof subjects like Geography,History and
Mathematics.

Answerthefollowingwithreferencetothestory.
 1.“Iwouldn’tthrow it away.”
 
(i)Whosaysthesewords?
A.Tommysaysthesewords.
 
(ii)Whatdoes‘it’referto?
A.‘It’referstotheComputerscreenonwhichTommyreadsvariousbooks.
 
(iii)Whatisitbeingcomparedwithbythespeaker?
A.‘It’isbeingcomparedtothepaperbookthatTommyfoundinhishouse.
 



 
2. “Sure they hadateacher,butitwasn’ta regular teacher.Itwasaman.”
 
(i)Whodoes‘they’referto?
A.‘They’referstotheancestorsofthechildrenwhowenttoschoolandstudiedfrom
ahumanteacher.
 
(ii)Whatdoes‘regular’meanhere?
A.‘Regular’meansthemechanicalteacherwhichteachesMargieandTommy.
 
(iii)Whatisitcontrastedwith?
A.Themechanicalteacheriscontrastedwithahumanteacher.
 
Answereachofthesequestionsinashortparagraph(about30words).
 
Q1.WhatkindofteachersdidMargieandTommyhave?
A.MargieandTommyhadmechanicalteachers.Theywerecomputerswhichhad
preloadedlessonsondifferentsubjectsaccordingtothelearner’slevel.Whenever
theymalfunctioned,theywereopenedandrepaired.
 
Q2.WhydidMargie’smothersendfortheCountyInspector?
A.Margie’smothercalledtheCountyInspectortocheckMargie’steacher.She
thoughtthatprobably,Margie’steacherhadamalfunction.Margiewasfailingthe
Geographytestsrepeatedlywhichcouldbeduetoafaultintheteacher.
 
Q3.Whatdidhedo?
A.TheCountyInspectorwastrainedtorepairthecomputerteacher.Heopenedthe
machineandcheckedit.TheGeographysectorwassetonahigherlevel.Heresetit
toMargie’slevelandclosedtheteacher.
 
Q4.WhywasMargiedoingbadlyingeography?WhatdidtheCountyInspectorDoto
helpher
A.MargiewasfailingintheGeographytestsastheteacherhaddevelopedafault.
The CountyInspectortold Margie’s motherthatMargie was notatfault.Her
progresswasgood.HeresettheteachertoMargie’slevel.
 
Q5.WhathadoncehappenedtoTommy’steacher?
A.OnceTommy’steacherhaddevelopedafaultastheentiresectiononHistoryhad
beendeleted.Histeacherhadbeentakenforrepairsandittookthem amonthtoset
itright.
 
6.DidMargiehaveregulardaysandhoursforschool?Ifso,why?
A.Margiestudiedatthesametimeeveryday,exceptSaturdaysandSunday.Her
motherwasveryparticularandhadtoldMargiethatshewouldlearnbetterifshe
studiedatthesametimeeveryday.
 
Q7.HowdoesTommydescribetheoldkindofschool?
A.Tommysaidthatintheoldkindofschools,therewasamanteacherwhotolda
fewthingstothestudents,gavethem homeworkandthenaskedthem questions.
Themanteacherwasasknowledgeableasthemachineteacher.



 
Q8.Howdoeshedescribetheoldkindofteachers?
A.Hesaysthattheoldteacherswerenottheregularkindtheyhad.Theywere
humanbeingsandnotmachines.
 

Answereachofthesequestionsintwoorthreeparagraphs(100–150words).
 
Q1.Whatarethemainfeaturesofthemechanicalteachersandtheschoolrooms
thatMargieandTommyhaveinthestory?
A.MargieandTommyweretaughtbymechanicalteachers.Theyhadlargeblack
screensonwhichthelessonsappeared.Thelessonswerefollowedbyquestions.
Thestudentshadtoinserthomeworkandtestpapersintheslotsprovided.Theyhad
towritedowntheworkinapunchcodewhichwasacomputinglanguage.The
mechanicalteachercheckedthepapersandgavethem markswithinafewseconds.
Theseclassroomswereinthestudent’shomeitself.Everystudentstudiedfrom his
respectivemechanicalteacher.Eachteacherwasadjustedaccordingtothelevelof
the learner.Theydid nothave classmates.Theystudied varioussubjectslike
Geography,HistoryandMathematics.Margiestudiedeverydayatthesametime
exceptSaturdaysandSundays.Hermothersaidthatshewouldlearnbetterifshe
studiedthatway.Thelearningprocesswasmechanical,dullandboringforthem.
 
Q2.WhydidMargiehateschool?Whydidshethinktheoldkindofschoolmusthave
beenfun?
A.Margiehatedschoolbecauseitwasnotfun.Therewasamechanicalteacherand
thelearningprocesslackedlife.Itwaslikeamachinecarryingouttheusualworking,
therewasnothingnew,nofunorlaughter. Margie’smechanicalteacherwasgiving
hertestsinGeographyandshewasperformingbadatthem.Lateritwasdiscovered
thattheteacherhaddevelopedafaultduetowhichitwasgivinghertestsofahigher
level.Margie’smothercalledtheCountyInspector.Heopenedtheteacher,foundthe
faultandrectifiedit.Margiedislikedtheteacherandhopedthathewouldnotbeable
torepairit.Shehatedinsertingthehomeworkandtestpapersintotheslotprovided.
Shethoughtthatthechildreninthepastmusthavehadalotoffunwhentheywent
toschoolwithfellow children.Shefounditamazingthatallthechildrenstudied
together,thesamethingsandcoulddiscussstudiesandhelpeachotherwiththe
homeworktoo.Astheteacherswerepeople,theywouldnotbehavelikemachines.
Thehumanaspectofeducationinthepastmadeherfeelthattheschoolofthepast
werefun.

Notes:

Theme/CentralIdeaoftheLesson

Thestory“TheFunTheyHad”byIsaacAsimovisabouttheyear2157whenevery
childhashisownmachineteacherandschoolsliketodaydonotexistanymore.The
mainthemeoftheshortstoryisthatofeducation.Morespecificallythenarrative
dealswiththefutureofeducationwhichwillbecomeincreasinglycomputerisedand
estranged from socialinteractions.Ultimatelythe theme is to understand the
importanceofthepresenttimelivelyschoolatmosphereinwhichwekeeponfinding
faultsovernothing.



Moral/Messageofthelesson –TheFunTheyHad

Theauthor’smessageisoneofwarningsagainstthedangersofcomputerized
homeschoolingwhichkeepsaway thechildrenfrom thebenefitsofthepersonal
interactionsbetweenstudentsandteachers,whichhelpthem developsocialskillsas
wellasmanymorethings.Sowithoutcritisingthepresentschoolingweshould
understandthevalueofthepresentlivelyeducationsystem andenjoyittothefullest.

SignificanceoftheTitle TheFunTheyHad–

The title 'The FunTheyHad'isprettymuchjustifiedbecausethe story tellsusabout
thediscoveryofabookbytwochildrenfrom centuriesaheadinfutureandtheir
understandingoftheschoolsfrom thepast,wherestudentswenttoacommon
buildingand were taughtbyhumanteachers.



.

Class9(English)(Beehive)Poem 1-TheRoadNotTaken
 ByRobertFrost

Q1.Wheredoesthetravellerfindhimself?Whatproblem doesheface?
A.Thetravellerfindshimselfstandingonaforkinthepath.Heisinaproblem ashe
mustchooseonepathandisunabletodecidewhichonetochoose.
 
2.Discusswhatthesephrasesmeantoyou.
(i)ayellowwood
A.‘Yellowwood’referstotheforestwhichhaswitheringleavesasintheseasonof
autumn.Itrepresentsaworldfullofagingpeople.
 
(ii)itwasgrassyandwantedwear
A.Itmeansthatthepathhadalotofgrassonit.Thismeansthatithadnotbeen
walkedoverbymanypeople.Ithadtobewornoutbythestepsofthepeoplewho
walkedonit.
 
(iii)thepassingthere
A.Itmeansthatwhenhewalkedoverthepaththathehadchosen.
 
(iv)leavesnostephadtroddenblack
A.Itmeansthatnoonehadwalkedovertheleavesastheywerestillgreen.Ifthey
hadbeenwalkedover,theywouldhaveturnedblack.
 
(v)howwayleadsontoway
A.Itmeansthataswewalkonapath,wecomeacrossmoreoptionsandmake
choicesfurther.Wekeeponwalkingaheadonthatway.
 
3.Isthereanydifferencebetweenthetworoadsasthepoetdescribesthem
(i)instanzastwoandthree?
A.Thetwopathsweresimilar.Inthebeginning,thepoetfeltthatoneofthem was
grassyandhadnotbeenwalkedoverbymanypeople,butwhenhewalkedonitfor
somedistance,herealizedthatitwasliketheotherroad.
 
(ii)inthelasttwolinesofthepoem?
A.Here,againthepoettalksofhisinitialdecisionwhenhethoughtthattheroads
weredifferentandchosetheonethathadbeenwalkedoverbyalessernumberof
people.
 

Q.4.Whatdoyouthinkthelasttwolinesofthepoem mean?(Lookingback,doesthe
poetregrethischoiceoracceptit?)
A.Thelasttwolinesshowtheimportanceofmakingachoiceinone'slife.Thepoet
hadtakenapaththatwasratherunusedsofar.Andthathasmadeforhim allthe
difference.Ithinkthepoetregretshischoiceoftakingtheroadthatwasless
travelledby.

II.1.Haveyoueverhadtomakeadifficultchoice(ordoyouthinkyouwillhave



difficultchoicestomake)?Howwillyoumakethechoice(forwhatreasons)?
A.No,tillnowIhaveneverbeeninasituationinwhichIhadtomakeadifficult
choice.ButadaywillcomewhenIhavetomakeadifficultchoicebetweenvarious
things.Aftercompletingmygeneraleducation,Iwillhavetochoosemystream
throughwhichIwanttopursuefurtherstudy.Thenitwillbedifficulttomakea
choiceinbetweenthem.Iwillmakechoiceaccordingtomycapabilitiesandstrong
pointsatthattime.Iwillchooseapaththatgivesmesatisfactionandmentalpeace.
Iwillnotjointheratraceformoney.Likethepoetinpoem,Iwillchoosea
challengingandunexploredpathinmylife. 

Q2.Afteryouhavemadeachoicedoyoualwaysthinkaboutwhatmighthavebeen,
ordoyouacceptthereality?
A.Aftermakingachoice,itisnousetothinkaboutwhatisgoneasitcan'tbe
recalled.Ialwaysaccepttherealityandtrytomakethemostofit

Notes:

Theme/CentralIdeaofthePoem TheRoadNotTaken-

“TheRoadNotTaken”dealswiththedilemmasthatmanfacesinlife.Thetworoads
serve as a metaphorforthe choices we make in life.Life throws up many
alternatives.Manbeinganindividualcannottakeupallchoices.Thechoicewemake
hasafar-reachingconsequence.Hence,ourdecisionisashotinthedarkthoughour
futureisdependentonit.Ifthechoicemadebyushappenstobenotcorrect,we
havetofacetheconsequencesasstepsoncetakencannotberetracted.

SignificanceoftheTitle TheRoadNotTaken–

‘Theroad’isthesymbolofthechoicemadebyusinlife.Manytimes,weregretthe
choicemadebyusbutwhatisdoneoncecannotbeundone.Manyearnsforwhathe
hasdeniedhimselfinlife,ratherthanwhathehaschosen.Hence,thepoethasgiven
hispoem thetitle“TheRoadNotTaken”. 

Message/Moralofthepoem TheRoadNotTaken

RobertFrost’spoem “TheRoadNotTaken”seemstoholdoutthemoralthatlifeisa
continuousjourneyfullofdivergenceeverynowandthen.Theimportantthingisto
moveonwithoutlookingbackwhetherthechoiceofpathstakenwasrightorwrong.
Therightorthewrongarerelativeterms.Wecannotgeteverythinginlifeandhaveto
makechoices.Whateverdirectionourlifetakesisdeterminedbythechoicemadeby
us.Makeawisechoiceandbefirm keeponmovingwithoutbeinginadilemmatic
condition.Beconfidentinyourchoices.


