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& "i, CENTRAL BOARD OF SECONDARY EDUCATION

(Am Autonomous Organisation under the Ministry of Education, Govt. of India)

CBSE/DIR (ACAD)/2021 Date: July 05, 2021
Circular No: Acad-51/2021

All the Heads of Schools affiliated to CBSE

Subject: Special Scheme of Assessment for Board Examination Classes X
and XII for the Session 2021-22

COVID 19 pandemic caused almost all CBSE schools to function in a virtual mode
for most part of the academic session of 2020-21. Due to the extreme risk
associated with the conduct of Board examinations during the second wave in April
2021, CBSE had to cancel both its class X and XIlI Board examinations of the year
2021 and results are to be declared on the basis of a credible, reliable, flexible and
valid alternative assessment policy. This, in turn, also necessitated deliberations
over alternative ways to look at the learning objectives as well as the conduct of the
Board Examinations for the academic session 2021-22 in case the situation remains
unfeasible.

CBSE has also held stake holder consultations with Government schools as well as
private independent schools from across the country especially schools from the
remote rural areas and a maijority of them have requested for the rationalization of
the syllabus, similar to last year in view of reduced time permitted for organizing
online classes. The Board has also considered the concerns regarding differential
availability of electronic gadgets, connectivity and effectiveness of online teaching
and other socio-economic issues specially with respect to students from
economically weaker section and those residing in far flung areas of the country. In
a survey conducted by CBSE, it was revealed that the rationalized syllabus notified
for the session 2020-21 was effective for schools in covering the syllabus and
helped learners in achieving learning objectives in a less stressful manner.

In the above backdrop and in line with the Board’s continued focus on assessing
stipulated learning outcomes by making the examinations competencies and core
concepts based, student-centric, transparent, technology-driven, and having
advance provision of alternatives for different future scenarios, the following
schemes are introduced for the Academic Session for Class X and Class Xl 2021-
22.
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2. Special Scheme for 2021-22

A. Academic session to be divided into 2 Terms with approximately 50%
syllabus in each term:

The syllabus for the Academic session 2021-22 will be divided into 2 terms
by following a systematic approach by looking into the interconnectivity of
concepts and topics by the Subject Experts and the Board will conduct
examinations at the end of each term on the basis of the bifurcated syllabus.
This is done to increase the probability of having a Board conducted classes
X and Xll examinations at the end of the academic session.

B. The syllabus for the Board examination 2021-22 will be rationalized
similar to that of the last academic session to be notified in July 2021. For
academic transactions, however, schools will follow the curriculum and
syllabus released by the Board vide Circular no. F.1001/CBSE-
Acad/Curriculum/2021 dated 31 March 2021. Schools will also use alternative
academic calendar and inputs from the NCERT on transacting the
curriculum.

C. Efforts will be made to make Internal Assessment/ Practical/ Project
work more credible and valid as per the guidelines and Moderation Policy
to be announced by the Board to ensure fair distribution of marks.

3. Details of Curriculum Transaction

e Schools will continue teaching in distance mode till the authorities permit in-
person mode of teaching in schools.

e Classes IX-X: Internal Assessment (throughout the year-irrespective of
Term | and IlI) would include the 3 periodic tests, student enrichment, portfolio
and practical work/ speaking listening activities/ project.

e Classes XI-XIlI: Internal Assessment (throughout the year-irrespective of
Term | and Il) would include end of topic or unit tests/ exploratory activities/
practicals/ projects.

e Schools would create a student profile for all assessment undertaken over
the year and retain the evidences in digital format.

e CBSE will facilitate schools to upload marks of Internal Assessment on the
CBSE IT platform.

e Guidelines for Internal Assessment for all subjects will also be released along
with the rationalized term wise divided syllabus for the session 2021-22.The
Board would also provide additional resources like sample assessments,
question banks, teacher training etc. for more reliable and valid internal
assessments.
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4. Term | Examinations:

At the end of the first term, the Board will organize Term | Examination in a
flexible schedule to be conducted between November-December 2021 with a
window period of 4-8 weeks for schools situated in different parts of country
and abroad. Dates for conduct of examinations will be notified subsequently.

The Question Paper will have Multiple Choice Questions (MCQ) including
case-based MCQs and MCQs on assertion-reasoning type. Duration of test
will be 90 minutes and it will cover only the rationalized syllabus of Term |
only (i.e. approx. 50% of the entire syllabus).

Question Papers will be sent by the CBSE to schools along with marking
scheme.

The exams will be conducted under the supervision of the External Center
Superintendents and Observers appointed by CBSE.

The responses of students will be captured on OMR sheets which, after
scanning may be directly uploaded at CBSE portal or alternatively may be
evaluated and marks obtained will be uploaded by the school on the very
same day. The final direction in this regard will be conveyed to schools by the
Examination Unit of the Board.

Marks of the Term | Examination will contribute to the final overall score of
students.

5. Term Il Examination/ Year-end Examination:

*
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At the end of the second term, the Board would organize Term Il or Year-
end Examination based on the rationalized syllabus of Term Il only (i.e.
approximately 50% of the entire syllabus).

This examination would be held around March-April 2022 at the examination
centres fixed by the Board.

The paper will be of 2 hours duration and have questions of different
formats (case-based/ situation based, open ended- short answer/ long
answer type).

In case the situation is not conducive for normal descriptive examination a 90
minute MCQ based exam will be conducted at the end of the Term Il also.

Marks of the Term || Examination would contribute to the final overall score.
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6. Assessment / Examination as per different situations

A. In case the situation of the pandemic improves and students are able to
come to schools or centres for taking the exams.

Board would conduct Term | and Term Il examinations at schools/centres
and the theory marks will be distributed equally between the two exams.

B. In case the situation of the pandemic forces complete closure of
schools during November-December 2021, but Term Il exams are held
at schools or centres.

Term | MCQ based examination would be done by students online/offline
from home - in this case, the weightage of this exam for the final score would
be reduced, and weightage of Term |l exams will be increased for declaration
of final result.

C. In case the situation of the pandemic forces complete closure of
schools during March-April 2022, but Term | exams are held at schools
or centres.

Results would be based on the performance of students on Term | MCQ
based examination and internal assessments. The weightage of marks of
Term | examination conducted by the Board will be increased to provide year
end results of candidates.

D. In case the situation of the pandemic forces complete closure of
schools and Board conducted Term | and Il exams are taken by the
candidates from home in the session 2021-22.

Results would be computed on the basis of the Internal
Assessment/Practical/Project Work and Theory marks of Term-l and Il exams

taken by the candidate from home in Class X / Xll subject to the moderation
or other measures to ensure validity and reliability of the assessment.

In all the above cases, data analysis of marks of students will be undertaken
to ensure the integrity of internal assessments and home based exams.

/

Dr. Joseph*Emmanuel
Director (Academics)
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Copy to the respective Heads of Directorates, Organizations and Institutions as

indi

icated below with a request to disseminate the information to all the schools

under their jurisdiction:

1.

2.
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15.

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
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The Commissioner, Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan, 18 Institutional Area,
Shaheed Jeet Singh Marg, New Delhi-110016

The Commissioner, Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti, B-15, Sector-62, Institutional
Area, Noida-201309

The Director of Education, Directorate of Education, Govt. of NCT of Delhi,
Old Secretariat, Delhi-110054

The Director of Public Instructions (Schools), Union Territory Secretariat,
Sector 9,Chandigarh-160017

The Director of Education, Govt. of Sikkim, Gangtok, Sikkim-737101

The Director of School Education, Govt.of Arunachal Pradesh, ltanagar-791 111
The Director of Education, Govt. of A&N Islands, Port Blair-744101

The Director of Education, S.I.LE., CBSE Cell, VIP Road, Junglee Ghat, P.O.
744103,A&N lIsland

The Director, Central Tibetan School Administration, ESSESS Plaza, Community
Centre, Sector -3, Rohini, Delhi

. The Additional Director General of Army Education, A-Wing, Sena Bhawan,

DHQ,PO, New Delhi-110001

. The Secretary AWES, Integrated Headquarters of MoD (Army), FDRC Building

No.202,Shankar Vihar (Near APS), Delhi Cantt-110010

. All Regional Directors/Regional Officers of CBSE with the request to send this

circular to all the Heads of the affiliated schools of the Board in their respective
Regions

. All Joint Secretary/ Deputy Secretary/ Assistant Secretary/SPS / Analyst, CBSE

All Head(s)/ In-Charge(s), Centre of Excellence, CBSE
In charge IT Unit with the request to put this Circular on the CBSE Academic
Website

In-Charge, Library

The Head (Media & Public Relations), CBSE

DS to Chairman, CBSE

SPS to Secretary, CBSE

SPS to Director (Academics), CBSE

SPS to Director (Information Technology), CBSE

SPS to Controller of Examinations, CBSE

SPS to Director (Training and Skill Education), CBSE
SPS to Director (Professional Examinations), CBSE
SPS to Director (CTET), CBSE

SPS to Director (EDUSAT), CBSE

Record File

Director (Academics)
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