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DAV PUBLIC SCHOOLS, ODISHA ZONE
HALF-YEARLY EXAMINATION -2023-24

» Please check that this question paper containsidateg pages.

* Check that this question paper contains 15 question

* Write down the Serial Number of the question inléfeside of the margin before attempting it.

* 15 minutes time has been allotted to read thistoqprepaper. The question paper will be
distributed 15 minutes prior to the commencemeithefexamination. The candidates will reac
the question paper only and will not write any aesim the answer script during this period.

CLASS-XI
SUBJECT-ENGLISH CORE (301)

Time: 3 Hours Maximum Marks-80

General Instructions:

Read the following instructions very carefully astdctly follow them.

() This question paper has 15 questions. All goastare compulsory.

(i) This question paper contaif$iREE sections- Section RREADING SKILLS, Section B:
GRAMMAR & CREATIVE WRITING SKILLS and Section CLITERATURE.

(iif) Attempt questions based on specific instraot for each part. Write the correct question numbe
and part thereof in your answer sheet.

(iv) Separate instructions are given with each toefart, wherever necessary. Read these ingingt
very carefully and follow them strictly

(v) Adhere to the prescribed word limit while ansivg the questions.
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SECTION A: Reading Skills(26 Marks)

[EEN

Read the passage given below 10

1 Once an organ donor’s family gives its consent @@ organs are matched to a recipient,
medical professionals are faced with the onerowslarige of transporting organs while
ensuring that the harvested organ reaches itsndésti in the shortest possible time. This is
done in order to preserve the harvested organg anclves the police, especially the traffic
police department.

2 The traditional method of transporting organsdsd is referred to as a 'green corridor'. This
process entails police escorting an ambulances $0 move around traffic-usually a specific

traffic lane is chosen and all signals on the rosii@y green to ensure it to reach |its
destination in the shortest possible time. A 'greamidor’ is a route cleared and cordoned,| off
by the traffic police to ensure the smooth anddstdeaansportation of harvested organs,| on
most occasions, to those awaiting a life-savinggpéant. Organs tend to have a very short
preservation time, such as the heart, which hdsetbarvested and transplanted within four
hours or the lungs, which can be preserved for siyours once they are harvested. Duting
the transportation, personnel are stationed atteelgoints to divert, control and clear the
traffic giving way to the ambulance. Apart from ghia motorcade of police vehicles
accompanies the ambulance ensuring that it doefac®iany problems.

3 Experts point out the lack of a robust systertransport organs to super-speciality hospitals
in least possible time. The National Organ andugsBransplant Organisation (NOTTO), the
country's apex organ donation agency, is now frgnairproposal to airlift cadaver organs
and will send a report to the Union Health Ministi€@adaver organs have a short life and so
transplant should be done within a few golden h8uBirector (NOTTO) expressed.
"Therefore, we are preparing a proposal for ainigftorgans at any given moment."

4 Most States do not have enough well-trained esper retrieve or perform transpla’[nt

procedures. Also, there is an acute shortage odraxbd healthcare facilities to carry out a
transplant. So, it is referred to other big cenimelletropolitan cities. Organs retrieved fram
Aurangabad, Indore, Surat, Pune are sent to Murabahese cities do not have super-
speciality healthcare centres, informed officigdscording to reports, in India, about fifty
thousand to one lakh patients are suffering fromeabeart failure and need heart transplant
at any point of time. In a private set up, a hdehsplant costs 15-20 lakhs, which|is
followed up by post-operative medication of aboit @00 per month lifelong.
(Article by TIMESNOWNEWS.COM published on 29 Sept 2(.8)

Based on your understanding of the passage, answ@e questions given below 10

i | Which paragraph has the argument to justify thatorgan transplant is a dearly-won affair. 1
(a) Paragraph 1
(b) Paragraph 2
(c) Paragraph 3
(d) Paragraph 4

il | Explain the ground for the creation of the ‘greerriclor’ as discussed in the passage. 1

lii | State the justification for the initiative beindéa by NOTTO. 2

iv | The matter of organ transplantation is mostliemed to other big centres in Metropolitan 1
cities because

(a) there is a shortage of trained experts to cautythe procedures.

(b) there is an acute shortage of advanced headtlfiaailities to carry out the processes.
(c) organs tend to have a very short preservaiioe. t

(d) Both (a) and (b)
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v | Mention one option thd2OES NOTcorrespond to the facts in the passage. 1
(a) The harvest and transplant of the organs iregé/challenging task.
(b) In India, about fifty thousand to one lakh pats need heart transplant at any point of
time.

(c) A motorcade of police vehicles accompaniesathéulance to ensure a safe passage.
(d) The transplant is mostly needed by the trgdfbbice department.

vi | What is being referred to by the phrase ‘a few goldours’? 1

vii | Mention the role of the traffic police during theegution of the green corridor. 2

viii | Statement A: The author of the passage tafkhe traditional method referred to as a ‘greenl
corridor’.

Statement R: The author is sceptical of this trawlgl method.
(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correctanqtion of A.
(b) Both A and R are true but R is the incorregilaration of A.
(c) Alis true but R is false.

(d) Ais false but R is true.

2. Read the passage given below 8

1 | Artificial Intelligence can digest large amounts ddéta and make rational decisions|in
situations where humans are swayed by emotionsitBilgo has the potential to influence
human behaviour. That's why an Al code of ethicmasessary to ensure that intelligent
machines do not take away human autonomy.

One O'Reilly report broke down usage by industrgey show the following:

Al in different fields

+ Technology: 17%

« Financial Services: 15%
« Healthcare: 9%

« Education: 8%

« Government/Public Sector: 6%
« Telecomm: 5%

«  Manufacturing 4%

« Retail: 4%

« Media: 3%

« Energy: 3%

+ Defence/Security: 3%

« Other: 22%

3 | Alis a system designed by humans to augment,cagplior replace human intelligence, and
such systems are rapidly becoming integral to prbdlevelopment and organisational
functioning. However, nine of every 10 organisasioemploying Al face ethical issues,
according to Cap Gemini Research Institute. Al$%6of executives say they are aware of
Al's discriminatory bias.

4 | Al systems are generated using large amounts af 8ait if the data is faulty or biased, the
Al will produce harmful and unfair results. ThatBy it has become imperative to frame the
ethics of human - Al interaction, and organisatians devoting vast resources to develop
such ethical codes.
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5 | Science fiction writer Isaac Asimov foresaw the gizns of Al years ago and had propc;tl\t/ed
his three ‘Laws of Robotics’ to ensure the safe afsebotic and Al systems. His first |
says robots must not cause harm to humans thrdweghatctions or inaction. The second law
requires robots to comply with human orders, exedpEn such orders conflict with the finst
law. The third law directs robots to safeguardrtib@in existence as long as it aligns with the
principles of the first and second laws.

6 | The central ethical concerns in human-Al interactawe preserving human autonomy and
ensuring transparency, because while Al can augimemian decision - making, it must rot
replace it entirely.

In November 2021, Unesco provided the first - ewpobal Al standards. These

7 | ‘Recommendations on the Ethics of Artificial Intgénce’ aim to foster Al development and
deployment prioritising human rights, autonomy, awell - being. They emphasise
inclusivity, transparency, and accountability tooialv discrimination, biases and harm.
Unesco's framework seeks to ensure that Al teclgnedoalign with human values and
contribute positively to societies worldwide. Trpagency is an important requirement|to
allow users to understand Al recommendations, ifjentheir biases and prevent
discrimination.

8 | At the same time, privacy and data protection aneial to prevent data misuse. According
to a report by ZDNet's Daphne Leprince - Ringuét,0obganisations, including Algorithm
Watch and the European Digital Society, submittéettar to the European Union calling for
an outright prohibition on surveillance activiti¢article published in the Times of India)

A | On the basis of your reading of the passage, anewthe following questions by choosing 1x4
the most appropriate options.

i. | Select the most suitable title for the abovespgs. 1
(a) Importance of Al b) Al key better future
(c)Al and code of Ethics d) Unesco ghabal Al standards

ii. | Which of the following phrases accurately irduxes the passage? 1
(a) Need of ethical code for Al b) Tlaesightedness of Sir Isaac Asimov
(c) Al and organizational functioning (d) Al abdta

iii. | Which of the following statements best reflethe author’s opinion— 1
(a) Al must not take away human autonomy
(b) Al must not be promoted unless the ethicaléssare resolved
(c) Robotics with their actions and inactions mugtcause harm to humans
(d) Both human beings and machines are guided lojiens

iv. | Which of the following words can best replabe word ‘augmen(para-3) 1
(a) magnify (b) curtail (c) ahge (d) demolish

B | Answer the following questions briefly. 1x4

I. | State whether the following statement is TRUBLBE/ PARTIALLY TRUE 1
Statement- 35% of executives are not aware of diBsriminatory bias.

ii. | Which three fields have the least usage of édading to the given data? 1

iii. | Mention how maintaining transparency is anemgneed in Al. 1

iv. | Substantiate the report of ZDNet's Daphne Legei 1

3. | Read the passage given below: 8

1 | Fasting is said to bring a host of benefits ptedi if done under medical supervision.
Doctors explain how to go about it. Food is to bwely what fuel is to a motor vehicle.|It
provides energy, helps repair and rejuvenation @ntfers many other benefits. A lot [of
research has been done and is being done on fadfimen one fasts, the digestive organs|get
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rest and all body mechanisms are cleansed. Whdenég the natural process of toxin
excretion continues while influx of new toxins ieduced. The energy usually used ffor
digestion is redirected to immune function and ggbbwth. Fasting helps you heal with
greater speed, cleanses your liver, kidneys anoncgdurifies your blood, helps you lose
excess weight and water, flushes out toxins, cldagseyes and tongue and cleanses| the
breath.

2 | Another research says fasting, even occasionadlpshn detoxification. Through fasting w
restict digestive activity and so energy is utilisenl ¢leanse different systems. Fas
improves metabolism, sharpens the senses, calmsiti@, helps lose weight, improy
general immunity, improves concentration and mecitaity. Fasting, if understaband don
under supervision, has tremendous benefits and dimpane at various planes; men
emotional, physical and spiritual. Specificallysérves as an aid to effective detoxificat
helps in repair and rejuvenation, offers rest te gastro-itestinal system and promo
mobilisation of excess fat.

3 | The crucial point to note is the difference betwéasting and starvation. Research suggests
there are major health benefits to calorie restrnctAmong other things it slows down the
ageing process. According to the US National AcademSciences, other benefits include
stress resistance, increased insulin sensitividyiacreased lifespan.

4 | Glucose is the body’s primary fuel source anesiential for the brain’s functioning. Wher
denied glucose for more than 4 - 8 hours, the lmadyerts glycogen stored in the liver intg
a usable form of fuel and supplements it with sraalbunts of protein. This will last for
upto 12 hours before the body turns to glycogereston muscles. If glucose is still denied at
this point, the body continues to use fat for amlas it is available. If the fast is not broken,
starvation occurs, as the body begins to use préteifuel. Death can occur if fasting is
pursued to the point of complete starvation.

O

I. On the basis of your understanding of the above se&ge, make notes on it using headings 5
and subheadings. Use recognizable abbreviationsniitium 4) and a format you conside
suitable. Supply an appropriate title to it.

=

ii. | Write a summary of the passage in about 50 words. 3

4. SECTION B:Grammar and Creative Writing Skills(23 Marks)

All the names and addresses used in the questiordiatitious. Resemblance, if any, is
purely coincidental

A. | Fill in the blanks using the correct form of twerds given in the brackets.

4X

By the time Tom (i) (notice) the dolbrivdnad already rung three times. As usual, he
() (have) listening to loud music ongtereo. He turned the stereo down and (jii)

(stand) up to answer the door. An old(an (stand) on the steps. The
man began to speak slowly, asking for directions.

B. | Transform the following sentences as per the instrations given below. AttemptANY 3x1
THREE.

i. | A blunder was committed by Vivek in the classrod@hgnge into active voice) 1

ii. |l asked him why he had come late. (Rewrite as plsisentence)

iii. | As soon as my boss left the office, it startedain. (Rewrite the sentence usMg sooner...| 1
than)

Iv. | The news reporter said, “The flight will be delay®da few hours due to heavy rains.” 1
(Report the sentence in a suitable way)

5. | Attempt anyONE from A andB given below.(Word Limit:50) 3

[¢)

A. | You lost some important documents some other dapu ¥Want to apply for duplicat
documents for which you need to publish a publiciceoin a newspaper. Draft an
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advertisement in not more than 50 words givingitetdoout the lost documents.

OR

You are Vikram/Sonia, a graduate in history witleaplization in Medieval India. You at
well acquainted with places of historical interesDelhi, Agra and Jaipur. You are lookir

Wanted column of a local newspaper. Contact no7999234.

e
9

for the job of a tourist guide. Write an advertiggmin about 50 words for the Situations

Attempt anyONE from A andB given below.(Word Limit:50)

3

You are Vivek/Vandana, the Eco Club leader of Kapyar High School, Bhubaneswar. W
the rising cases of Dengue and Malaria, your schasldecided to organise a Health Melz
order to educate the people of your city. Make tahlgaposter highlighting the causes g
measures to be taken to stop this menace. Giveedissary details in about 50 words.

th
A in
ind

OR

You are the Director of St.Joseph Group of Schobkssign a poster creating awaren
among all your students about the ‘Need & ImportaotDigital Fasting Day’, observed
your institution.

eSS
n

Attempt anyONE from A andB given below.

5x1

In order to promote reading habits in the studgrmdar school has organised a Library We¢
and a ‘Weekly Reading Period’. You are Ranjan/Re&itai have to speak in the morni
assembly about ‘The Importance of Reading’. Youehasted the following points: (Withi
120-150 words)

» Examples to highlight the reading

* Helps us enhance our knowledge and vocabulary
* Helps explore the world

* Develops imagination

ek

=)

OR

The trafficking of exotic wildlife and wild animadarts is leading to an ecological disaster.
Write a speech in about 120-150 words to be dedtv@n Environment Day on, “Man is the

worst enemy of his fellow creatures”, giving somggestions to overcome this state| of
affairs. You are Kritika/Karan, Environment Clulcestary, Oswal Public School, Patna.
» Trafficking of exotic wild life seen
* Over population, urbanisation & industrialization
» Commercial attitude of people
* unethical poaching
» extinction of wild lives & rare species
» ecological disaster
» stop unlawful poaching & protect wild lives
» stringent wild life act
» eco-friendly attitude of people
Attempt anyONE from A andB given below. o5x1

Some people feel that electronic media (TV newdl)lwing about the end of print media
or against this view.

use of visuals on TV------ authentic and fast--—not enough news for 24 hours telecast-

(newspapers). What are your views on the issuefe\Wrilebate in 120-150 words either for
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may fabricate news------- become repetitive and-dei--- even scandals become news---
print media-time tested-------- analysed, verifregvs------- editorial comments------- cater to
all interests

OR

B. | Materialism is increasing day by day. Extravagarafegesterday have become necessities of
today. The result is that the more we want the maserable we become. Write a debate in
120-150 words on ‘The only way to mitigate humarserny and agony is to control our
desires. You are Sanya/ Sayam, the school lead¢amby Hour Public School, New Delhi

21% century life style------- ambitions for materialifsuits------ yester years extravagances---
---today’s necessities--------- affects our life---- makes us miserable-------- human
dependence on gadgets--------- makes slaves to imesch------ disease prone life-------- =
premature death---------- to mitigate human mis&rggony-------- self realization--------- to

control our desires

SECTION C: Literature(31 Marks)

9. Read the following extracts carefully and answerdbestions that follow. Attempt any | 3x1
ONE.

A. | “The sea holiday

Washerpast,mineis herlaughter, Both wry
With thelabouredease of loss

Now she’s been dead nearly as

many years

As that girl lived. And of this
circumstance .There is nothing to

say at all.
Its silence silences.”
I The mood of the poet in the above stanza is . 1
a) sad and regretful t3talgia, unhappy
(c) doubtful, dejected dphtissed, apprehensive
ii. | State what does ‘this circumstance’ refer to? 1
iii. | Complete the statement : The poet is making afleffort to bear 1

OR

B. | “When did my childhood go?

Was it when | found my mind was really mine,

To use whichever way | choose,

Producing thoughts that were not those of othepjee
But my own, and mine alone

Was that the day!”

i. | The poem is a/an put across by the poet 1
(a) powerful warning
(b) heart-felt apology
(c) insightful revelation
(d) reality check

ii. | The line ‘Producing thoughts that were not thosetbé&r people’ implies that 1
(a) the speaker wanted his own thoughts which wetdound by others.
(b) the speaker wanted liberty from social emartopa

(c) the speaker wanted to live his life on his omay.

(d) the speaker wanted a different personality.
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The first line of this stanza begins with a questiGive reasons.

10.

Read the following extracts carefully and answer tjuestions that follow. Attempt ar
ONE.

1y3x1

“What!” | shouted.

“It's out there in front of us,” they chorused, ‘g as a battleship.”

| rushed on deck and gazed with relief at the startkine of lle Amsterdam. It was only
bleak piece of volcanic rock, with little vegetatie— the most beautiful island in the world
We anchored offshore for the night, and the nextning all 28 inhabitants of the islar
cheered as they helped us ashore.
With land under my feet again, my thoughts weré &filLarry and Herbie, cheerful an

optimistic under the direst stress, and of Marypwltayed at the wheel for all those cru¢

hours. Most of all, | thought of a seven-year-oid, gvho did not want us to worry about
head injury (which subsequently took six minor @pens to remove a recurring blood ¢
between skin and skull), and of a six-year-old i was not afraid to die.

-We are Not Afraid to Die... If We can all be Togethe

a

nd

d
al
a

ot

Select the option that lists the qualities of Sumeaand Jonathan
1) daring 2) generous  3) patient
4) disciplined 5) inspiring  6) courageous

Al3and6 B.3,4,and5
C.2and5 D.1,4and 6

Given below are four real-life situations. Chooke bption that perfectly describes ‘direst1

stress’ as per the given extract.
Situation 1 The policies were thoughtful and faale that they bought dires
stress among the workers

n
A

even when he was surrounded by a very supportiéyfa

anticipated list created by them was revealed blipwiew

in the slum
A. Situation 1 B. Situation 2
C. Situation 3 D. Situation 4

Situation 2 He was struggling with his pessimisrd aras under the direst stres
Situation 3 The members were brought under dirésiss when the mucht

Situation 4 The severed pieces of the wooden toydirt direst stress to the child

S

The author’s purpose of using the phrase ‘as b lzettleship’ is to

OR

“The night of the scan, workmen carried Tut frore tbmb in his box. Like pallbearers they
climbed a ramp and a flight of stairs into the $mwy sand outside, then rose on a hydraulic

lift into the trailer that held the scanner. Twentinutes later two men emerged, sprinted

an office nearby, and returned with a pair of wiglastic fans. The million-dollar scanner

had quit because of sand in a cooler fan. “Curgbepharaoh,” joked a guard nervously.’

for

The situational challenge that the techniciansdas

“Curse of the pharaoh.” says about the spetiarhe is
(a) Speculative

(b) Dogmatic

(c) Superstitious

(d) Dynamic
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See the use of the underlined word in the secteebelow and choose the equivalent use 0O
the word from the given option.

“Like pallbearers they climbed a ramp and a flighstairs into the swirling sand outside.”
Choose the most appropriate option that justifiescorrect use oflight’.

(a) Flight is natural to birds.

(b) He watched the flight of a rocket to the moon.
(c) Our flight is at noon.

(d) Her apartment is four flights up.

f 1

11

Read the following extracts carefully and answer tjuestions that follow. Attempt ar
ONE.

y4x1

‘Every time she leaves here, she takes somethingehwith her’, said my mother. She to
all the table silver in one go. And then the andiguiates that hung there. She had trou
lugging those large vases, and I'm worried sheagaick in her back from the crockery. M
mother shook her head pityingly. ‘I would never éalared ask her. She suggested it to
herself. She even insisted. She wanted to saveyalhice things. If we have to leave he
we shall lose everything, she says.’

‘Have you agreed with her that she should keepygvieig?’ | asked.

-The Address

ok
ible
ly
me
re,

Justify, to support the given opinion:

To say that Mrs. Dorling, in her good self, wassem@ing all the precious belongings of
Mrs. S is an extravagant claim.

The phrase ‘she even insisted’ expresses thataitiatar’'s mother is
(A) influential

(B) fool

(C) credulous

(D) sympathetic

Which of the following statementsiiscorrect according to the extract?
(A) The narrator’'s mother is compassionate.

(B) Mrs. Dorling is good at instigating.

(C) The narrator is fully convinced with her mother

(D) It was troublesome to lug the large vases.

On the basis of the extract, choose the correabptith reference to the two statements
given below.

Statement-1: The narrator was not convinced witthni@ther’s justifications.
Statement-2: Narrator’s mother was extremely giallib

A. (1) can be inferred from the extract but (2) roain

B. (1) cannot be inferred from the extract butq@in.

C. (1) is true but (2) is false.

D. (2) is the reason for (1).

OR

MRS FITZGERALD: Well, you ought to have done. Nowlisten, Mrs Pearson. Don’'t go

soft on 'em again, else it'll all have been wasted..

MRS PEARSON: I'll try not to, Mrs Fitzgerald.

MRS FITZGERALD: They've not had as long as I'd litkehave given 'em — another ho
or two’s rough treatment might have made it certain

ur
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MRS PEARSON: I'm sure they'll do better now —thougdon’t know how I'm going to
explain...

MRS FITZGERALD: [severely] Don’t you start any e&pling or apologising—or you'’r
done for.

MRS PEARSON: [with spirit] It's all right for youMrs Fitzgerald. After all, they aren
your husband and children...

MRS FITZGERALD: [impressively] Now you listen to m¥ou admitted yourself you were
spoiling, 'em — and they didn’'t appreciate you. Aagologies—any explanations—an’

D

—

you’ll be straight back where you were. I'm warniymu, dear. Just give 'em a look —a tane

of voice— now an’ again, to suggest you might hegtowith ’'em if you wanted to be— a
it ought to work. Anyhow, we can test it.

In the expression, “it'll all have been wasted..‘it’ refers to
(a) all the members of the house.

(b) Mrs Pearson’s fate.

(c) Mr Pearson’s image at the club.

(d) the changes brought about by Mrs Fitzgerald.

“.....though I don't know how I'm going to explairi.shows the speaker’s apprehens

jonl

Statement-A: Mrs Pearson should not start exglaining or apologising.
Statement-R: Mrs Pearson will be straight back elsée was.

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correctangion of A.

(b) Both A and R are true but R is NOT the coreegilanation of A.

(c) Both A and R are false.

(d) Ais false but R is true.

Identify a phrase from the extract which meansgame as ‘be tough and strong in ye
words’

burl

12.

Answer anyTWO of the following in about 40-50 words each.

3x2

Zahi Hawas was worried and ultimately got reéidvfrom his worries. Give instances frg
the narrativé Discovering Tut: the Saga Continuesto justify the given statement.

m

OR

On the basis of your understanding of the lessbhe Adventure’, enumerate th
consequences of the application of the catastrapkary to the Battle of Panipat.

(D

The essence of water for the earth does matteéhere is no rain, we find the parched Ig
eagerly waiting for it. Justify this statement wittference to the poem “The Voice of
Rain”.

nd
he

OR

How has Markus Natten highlighted the theme of leyisy in the poenChildhood’ ?

13.

Attempt anyONE of the following in about 40-50 words.

3x1

Seeing Mourad riding the beautiful horse, Aram Wwath ‘delighted’ and ‘frightened’. Give
reasons.

OR

The narrator in the chaptéfhe Address’ tries to remember the address and goehe
address. What is that thing that compelled theat@arto forget that address at the end of
story?

the

14.

Attempt anyONE of the following in about 120-150 words.

6x1

Khushwant Singh is successful in presenting ¢oenplete persona of his grandmotl
through his vivid presentation. Validate the staatmwith reference to the lessdrhe
Portrait of a Lady .

ner

OR
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Laburnum tree symbolises the fluctuation of humaesl and Goldfinch is considered to |be
the soul if the tree is the body. The overall asialyf the poem speaks about the role of a
mother and the importance of the tree. Criticaltalgse how Laburnum tree safeguards|the

babies and the role of the mother bird in this erit

15.

Attempt anyONE of the following in about 120-150 words.

We talk of women’s liberation movement but it igg@m and sad reality that our women,

except some, are slaves of the wheel as they weteipast. What place do women have in

Indian society? Discuss with referencéNmther’'s Day'.

OR

A close study of the character Marga has givemaight to her quest for the address, a kind
of respect that she gives her mother finding treceaddress that was the ultimate aim of|the

narrator.

If you were Marga, and after being pretended bylibgr how would you convince her that

you had actually come back from war and wanteagé&your things!"The Address”

*kkkk
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